
Discussion Guide for Parents about Salvation & Baptism 
 
 

Q: What does it mean when someone "asks Jesus into his or her heart?" 
 
A: To do something "with all your heart" means to give your entire self to that task. In the same 
way, "asking Jesus into your heart" is a biblical way of saying that you want Jesus Christ to be at 
the center of your life. Ephesians 3:17 says, “Then Christ will live in your hearts because you 
believe in him.” When someone "asks Jesus into his or her heart," they are making the decision 
to believe and trust in Jesus, to ask Him to forgive their sins, and to enter into a relationship with 
Him. When they put their faith in Jesus, their sins are forgiven, and Jesus begins to live in their 
hearts. 
 
 
 
Q: Why do people get baptized? 
 
A: Baptism is both a personal and public way of showing that someone has accepted Jesus as 
their personal Savior. Baptism is meant to be the way that we express to God, ourselves, and to 
others that we have turned from our old life of sin and have turned to new life in Jesus Christ 
(Rom. 6:3-4). It is the way that we symbolize our sins being washed away and express to the 
world that we are now ready to live our lives for Jesus Christ. It is also a way to celebrate the 
decision to be a Christ follower. 
 
 
 
Q: When should I be baptized? 
 
A: In the New Testament, people were commonly baptized immediately after their decision to 
put their faith in and follow Christ. Since baptism represents the faith commitment made to 
Jesus, people are commonly baptized soon after their decision to invite Him into their lives by 
faith (Acts 2:41; 8:36-38; 9:19; 10:47-48; 16:14-15, 32-33; 18:8).  
 
 
 
Q: Do I have to be baptized to go to heaven? 
 
A: Baptism is not a requirement to be saved or to go to heaven. Rather, it is evidence that 
someone has been saved. Passages such as John 3:16 and Ephesians 2:8 indicate that it is by 
God's grace alone through faith that we are saved. Nothing we can do will earn God's forgiveness 
and mercy. Baptism is meant to demonstrate to the world that we have received God's grace, 
mercy, and forgiveness by faith alone. The baptism itself does not save a person. A new 
Christian is baptized because they have been saved not in order to be saved. 
 
 
 



Q: Why don't we baptize babies at New Hope? 
 
A: As stated above, baptism is a personal and public response to a decision to believe in Jesus 
Christ and follow Him. New Hope does not baptize people until they are able to make that 
decision themselves to believe in and follow Jesus Christ in faith. Since babies lack the ability to 
make a faith commitment in Christ themselves, we encourage parents to wait until they are old 
enough to understand the Gospel message and respond in faith. If a parent is unsure of their 
child's understanding of salvation/baptism, a pastor and/or ministry leader is willing to sit down 
with both parent and child to discuss the meaning of a relationship with Jesus and baptism. We 
do offer opportunities in our services for families to dedicate their infants to be raised in the 
teachings of Christ, but child dedications do not include baptism. 
 
 
 
Q: If I get baptized, where will I go? What will I do? Will I slip in the water and go under? 
 
A: Once you sign up to be baptized at New Hope, you will be contacted by the church office and 
given instructions about when you need to arrive, what you need to wear, and where your family 
should sit. Before the service, one of the pastors will meet with those being baptized in front of 
the baptistery, and he will explain step-by-step how the baptisms will occur, what you need to 
do, etc. Many people are concerned the water will be cold or they will slip and go under the 
water. We have a heater in the baptistery, and the pastor will make sure that you do not slip and 
fall. If you would like to see the baptistery before your baptism, contact a pastor or a ministry 
leader. 


